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BAY RESTORATION COMMISSION FUNDS STUDY
OF ROCKY REEF HABITATS CONTRIBUTING TO
INFORMATION TO THE MARINE LIFE PROTECTED
AREA PROCESS

The health and status of nearshore rocky reef habitats in
the Santa Monica Bay will be made clearer thanks to an
upcoming survey partly sponsored by the Bay Restoration
Commission. At its June meeting, the Commission’s
Governing Board voted to provide $60,000 toward the
Southern California Bight 2008 Survey.

Coordinated by the Southern California Coastal Water
Resource Project (SCCWRP), the Bight '08 survey is an
ongoing collaboration of California non-profit, academic,
and local and regional agencies to assess the
environmental health of the coastal geographic region
from Point Conception to the Mexican border. Bight
surveys, conducted every 5 years, have focused in the
past primarily on water quality issues. The critical funding
from the Bay Restoration Commission and other partners
will expand the Bight '08 survey to include specific
nearshore aquatic habitats, such as rocky reefs.

Rocky reefs are important fish habitats and the
information gathered will inform the MLPA decision-
making process by providing high-quality, comprehensive
and accessible data on “pre-preserve” fish populations
and habitat conditions. The timing for these studies is
critical as the MLPA process in southern California will
begin this year.

MALIBU MAYOR PRO-TEM ANDY STERN IS
WELCOMED TO THE BAY RESTORATION
COMMISSION GOVERNING BOARD

By a unanimous vote, the Bay Restoration Commission
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the Bay Restoration
Commission convened
on June 19th at the Del
Rey Yacht Club in Marina
del Rey.
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elected Malibu Mayor Pro-Tem Andy Stern to fill the
Malibu Creek Watershed Cities position on the
Commission’s Governing Board. Stern will serve the 1 ¥
years remaining on the existing term of former Malibu
City Council member Jeff Jennings on the Governing
Board, who stepped aside due to Malibu’s term limits
rules. The Malibu Creek Watershed cities representative
is a voting member of the Governing Board.

Welcome aboard Mayor Pro-Tem Stern!

LA COUNTY’S MULTI-BENEFIT PROJECTS:
HIGHLIGHTING THE DOMINGUEZ GAP

Mark Pestrella and Dan Sharpe from the Los Angeles
County Department of Public Works, Flood Control
District, presented the Dominguez Gap treatment
wetlands along with an overview of other multi-benefit
projects completed or planned by the County. These
types of projects further the mission of the Bay
Restoration Commission by improving water quality in our
streams and therefore in the Bay, and by providing
increased wetlands, riparian and in-stream habitat as well
as increased recreational opportunities. The Bay
Restoration Commission supports the County’s focus on
multi-benefit projects and plans to work closely with the
County on similar projects in the future by providing
concept ideas, technical expertise and funding for select
projects in the Santa Monica Bay watershed.

BAY RESTORATION FOUNDATION NEWS:
NEW PRESIDENT ELECTED

The recently-appointed Board of Directors of the Santa
Monica Bay Restoration Foundation elected Catherine
Tyrrell from its body as the Foundation’s new President.

A stormwater and watershed management consultant with
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MALCOLM PIRNIE INC., Ms Tyrrell brings to the
Foundation a wealth of knowledge and understanding
about the Foundation’s and Bay Restoration
Commission’s missions, goals, and history. Catherine
served as the founding executive director of the SMBR
Project (now Commission) leading the development of the
original Bay Restoration Plan. She is also the newly
elected vice president of the Friends of Ballona Wetlands.
“I am so very pleased to be involved once again with the
leadership of the Santa Monica Bay Restoration
Foundation. Protecting the Bay and its environs has long
been an important priority professionally and personally.”

The position of President is a two-year term. The
Foundation, which assists the Bay Restoration

Commission’s goals through financial and staffing
support, meets approximately every other month.

THE SANTA MONICA BAY RESTORATION COMMISSION MOVES CLOSER TO
THE BAY

We are pleased to announce the SMBRC is re-locating to the beautiful campus of
Loyola Marymount University! Located in the Westchester neighborhood of Los
Angeles, our new office is in the heart of the Santa Monica Bay watershed - we
overlook the Ballona Wetlands, and are close to all our major watersheds and to the
breaking waves of the Bay itself.

We share our new space with the Seaver College of Science and Engineering and
are strengthening our partnerships with LMU faculty and students. All our existing
programs will continue to grow, including our longstanding partnership with the LA
Regional Water Quality Control Board, which has hosted our organization for the past
15 years. Some of our staff will remain in the Regional Board offices and continue to
work closely with Regional Board staff on important issues affecting the Bay.

Thank you to LMU and to our stakeholders for supporting our move into the
watershed and closer to our Bay!
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Contact Info for the LMU Office:
1 LMU Drive, North Hall
Pereira Annex MS: 8160
Los Angeles, CA 90045

Shelley Luce, D.Env.
Executive Director

(310) 216-9827
sluce@santamonicabay.org

Grace Lee

Boater Education Program
(310) 216-9828
glee@santamonicabay.org

Lia Protopapadakis

Marine Policy Specialist

(310) 216-9826
Iprotopapadakis@santamonicabay.org

Scott Valor

Attorney at Law

Director of Government Affairs
(310) 922-2376
svalor@santamonicabay.org

Sean Bergquist

Restoration Program Manager
(310) 216-9899
sbergquist@santamonicabay.org

Unica Luna

Boater Education Program
(310) 216-9824
uluna@santamonicabay.org

Contact Info for the Downtown L. A. Office:
320 West 4th Street, Suite 200
Los Angeles, CA 90013

Guangyu Wang, Ph.D.
Deputy Director

(213) 576-6639
gwang@waterboards.ca.gov

Jack Topel

Environmental Scientist
(213) 576-6647
jtopel@waterboards.ca.gov

Joel Hanson

Administrative Director

(213) 576-6645
jhanson@waterboards.ca.gov




