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April 11, 2012 Agenda Item #3d
To: Governing Board, SMBRC

From: Shelley Luce, Executive Director

Subject: Watershed Advisory Council Appointment

Action Requested of the Governing Board:

e Consider appointment of the Ballona Wetlands Land Trust to the Watershed
Advisory Council

Background

The Watershed Advisory Council (WAC) is the broad stakeholder body of the SMBRC. The
primary responsibility of the Watershed Advisory Council is to advise the Governing Board on
Bay restoration priorities for funding, planning, project implementation, monitoring and further
research.

The SMBRC Memorandum of Understanding (MOU, as amended December 15, 2011)
authorizes the Governing Board to appoint additional, interested entities to the WAC if
the entities meet the following criteria:

Watershed Advisory Council Eligibility Criteria. Existing and potential Watershed
Advisory Council members shall be deemed “eligible to serve on the Watershed Advisory
Council” if they meet one of the following criteria:

A federal, state, or local agency active within the Santa Monica Bay watershed
An incorporated city entirely or partially within the Santa Monica Bay watershed
A county entirely or partially within the Santa Monica Bay watershed
A for-profit business that operates entirely or partially within the Santa Monica
Bay watershed
e A nonprofit organization that operates entirely or partially within the Santa
Monica Bay watershed that is in good standing pursuant to Internal Revenue
Code section 501 (c)(3)
(MOU, as amended December 15, 2011, Section Ill. B., page 7)

The MOU requires a qualified organization to take the following steps toward being
nominated and voted onto the WAC:

Additional entities that would like to become a member of the Watershed Advisory
Council and that meet the eligibility criteria shall forward a letter of interest to the
Governing Board with a resolution from the interested entity’s governing body (board of
directors, etc.) authorizing the entity to seek membership and designating the entity’s
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representative to the Watershed Advisory Council. The Governing Board may, by
majority vote at its next regularly-scheduled meeting, consider election of the requesting
entity to the Watershed Advisory Council.

(MOU, as amended December 15, 2011, Section Ill. B., page 6)

The Ballona Wetlands Land Trust (BWLT) has requested appointment to the WAC based
on its qualifications and prior work within the Santa Monica Bay watershed. A non-
profit organization in good standing pursuant to Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code, the BWLT was founded in 1994 to facilitate public acquisition of land
within the greater Ballona Wetlands ecosystem, to assist in the restoration of the acquired
land, and to educate the public about this important ecosystem’s values.

The BWLT meets the eligibility criteria for WAC membership. A board resolution,
introductory letter, and non-profit eligibility information have been provided by BWLT
and are attached to this memorandum.



Walter Lamb

Ballona Wetlands Land Trust
P.O. Box 5623

Playa Del Rey, CA 90232
April 4th, 2012

Scott Valor

Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission
1 LMU Drive, Pereira Annex MS:8160

Los Angeles, CA 90045

Dear Mr. Valor:

At our most recent Board of Directors meeting on March 29", we unanimously voted
to request a seat on the Watershed Advisory Council. If accepted, I will serve as our
representative.

The Ballona Wetlands Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) community non-profit organization
that was founded in 1994 to: facilitate public acquisition of land within the greater
Ballona Wetlands ecosystem; to assist in restoration of acquired land; and to educate
the public about the unique value of this important ecosystem. We are not a
membership organization but our donors, volunteers and other active supporters
number approximately 1,500.

Our interest in applying for a seat on the Watershed Advisory Council is to help
facilitate a more constructive dialogue on how best to maximize the ecological value
of the Wetlands and to help various stakeholders recognize that there are pros and
cons to every course of action. We believe that if the public is provided with
objective, unfiltered information about various restoration alternatives, that the
project will have a greater chance of success. Because the stakes are so high, we
believe that it is better to err on the side of too much public discussion of this topic
than too little.

We look forward to hearing back regarding our application and we are hopeful that
we will have the opportunity to make a positive contribution to the process.

Sincerely,
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Walter Lamb
President
Ballona Wetlands Land Trust



Ballona Wetlands Land Trust

Resolution of the Board of Directors
Of the Ballona Wetlands Land Trust
Approving the Request for Membership
On the Watershed Advisory Council
Of the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission

March 29, 2012

WHEREAS at its March 29" meeting the Ballona Wetlands Land Trust Board of Directors voted
unanimously to request a seat on the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission (SMBRC)
Watershed Advisory Council;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that:
1. The Ballona Wetlands Land Trust chair, or designee, request a seat on the Santa Monica
Bay Restoration Commission Watershed Advisory Council, working with SMBRC staff on the

appropriate documentation and information for the request to be formally considered.

2. Walter Lamb, President of the Ballona Wetlands Land Trust, is hereby appointed as the
representative to the SMBRC Watershed Advisory Council.

By:
A
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- April 57, 2012
Walter Lamb Date

President, Ballona Wetlands Land Trust

Ballona Wetlands Land Trust, a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation
California ID# 155084
Federal EIN# 95-4542207

Box 5623 e Playa del Rey o California @ 90296 e tel. 310.264.9468 e landtrust@ballona.org e www.ballona.org
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
P. 0. BOX 2508
CINCINNATI, OH 45201

Employer Identification Number:

Date: 95-4542207
)\l) ‘4 DLN:
B 1 3 ?D 601200131
BALLONA WETLANDS LAND TRUST Contact Person:
C/0 TAGAWA RICK M TREAS STEPHANIE L JONES ID# 31395
PO BOX 5623 Contact Telephone Number:
PLAYA DEL REY, CA 950296-5623 (877) 829-5500

Our Letter Dated:
July of 1996

Addendum Applies:
No

Dear Applicant:

This modifies our letter of the above date in which we stated that you
would be treated as an organization that is not a private foundation until the
expiration of your advance ruling period.

Your exempt status under section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code as an
organization described in section 501 (c) (3) is still in effect. Based on the
information you submitted, we have determined that you are not a private
foundation within the meaning of section 509(a) of the Code because you are an
organization of the type described in section 509(a) (1) and 170 (b) (1) (A} (vi).

Grantors and contributors may rely on this determination unless the
Internal Revenue Service publishes notice to the contrary. However; if you
lose your section 509(a) (1) status, a grantor or contributor may not rely on
this determination if he or she was in part responsible for, or was aware of,
the act or failure to act, or the substantial or material change on the part of
the organization that resulted in your loss of such status, or if he or she
acquired knowledge that the Internal Revenue Service had given notice that you
would no longer be classified as a section 509(a) (1) organization.

You are required to make your annual information return, Form $90 or
Form S$90-EZ, available for public inspection for three years after the later
of the due date of the return or the date the return is filed. You are also
required to make available for public inspection your exemption application,
any suppeorting documents, and your exemption letter. Copies of these
documents are also required to be provided to any individual upon written or in
person request without charge other than reasonable fees for copying and
postage. You may fulfill this requirement by placing these documents on the
Internet. Penalties may be imposed for failure to comply with these
requirements. Additional information is available in Publication 557,
Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization, or you may call our toll free

number shown above.

If we have indicated in the heading of this letter that an addendum
applies, the addendum enclosed is an integral part of this letter.

Letter 1050 (DO/CG)




BALLONA WETLANDS LAND TRUST

Because this letter could help resolve any questions about your private
foundation status, please Keep it in your permanent records.

If you have any questions, please contact the person whose name and
telephone number are shown above.

Sincerely yours,

Sn” 22 0,

Steven T. Miller
Director, Exempt Organizations

Box 5623 ® Playa Del Rey ® California ® 90296 * tel. 310. 264. 9468 * fax. 310. 264. 9412 * www.ballona.org

% Tree Free Paper
% P Letter 1050 (DO/CG)



	Agenda Item 3d - Staff Report on Watershed Advisory Council Appointments 1.pdf
	BWLT WAC Request Letter.pdf
	BWLT WAC Reso.pdf
	BWLT WAC 501c3 Letter.pdf

